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tayning to them, with money lent to the mariners and saylers
beforehand that went upon the voyage.
The merchants were suters to Her Majestie, who gave them
her friendly letters of commendation, written to divers princes
of India [i.e. the East Indies], offering to enter into a league of
peace and amitie with them, the copies of which letters shall
hereafter appeare in their places1. And because no great action
can well be carryed and accomplished without an absolute
authoritie of justice, shee granted to the generall of their fleet,
Master James Lancaster, for his better command and govern-
ment, a commission of martiall law*.
The said Master James Lancaster, the generall, was placed in
the Dragon, the greatest shippe, being admirall; Master John
Middleton, captaine in the Hector, the vice-admirall; Master
William Brand3, chiefe governour in the Ascention\ and Master
John Heyward in the Susan. And more, in every of the said
ships three merchants to succeed one the other, if any of them
should be taken away by death.
These ships were readie and departed from Wolwich, in the
river of Thames, the thirteenth of February, after the English
accompt, 1600 [i.e. 1601], with foure hundred and fourescore
men in them: in the Dragon two hundred and two men; in the
Hector an hundred and eight; in the Ascention fourescore and
two; and in the Susan fourescore and eight. The Guest, a ship of
a hundred and thirtie tunnes4, was added as a victualler. These
ships stayed so long in the river of Thames and in the Downes,
for want of wind, that it was Easter Day* before they arrived at
Dartmouth, where they spent five or sixe dayes in taking in their
bread and certaine other provisions appointed for them. From
thence they departed the eighteenth of Aprill 1601, and road in
1 This promise was only fulfilled in the case of the letter to the king of
Achin (see p. 94), which appears to have been specially drawn. Five or six
others were taken out in the voyage, with blanks for the names and titles of
the respective princes. The text of these circular letters is given in The First
Letter Book, p. 19, and in Brace's Annals, vol. I, p. 147.
3 This commission is printed in The First Letter Book, p. 2.
3  In the Court Minutes the name is generally spelt Brand, and he is
described as *a grave and discreet merchaunt and one which hath the
Arabyann, Spanish, and Portugall languages' (The Dawn, p. 93).
4  According to the Court Minutes, this should be 120 tons (The Dawn,
P- 147).                                          s 12 April.